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The Comparison between Particle Agglutination Assay and Enzyme Immunoassay in the
Detection of Mycoplasma pneumoniae-Specific Antibody
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Department of Laboratory Medicine, Hanyang University Medical Center, Seoul, Korea

Background: The two common serological test methods used for initial diagnosis of acute Mycoplasma pneumoniae (MP) pneumonia are parti-
cle agglutination assay (PA) and enzyme immunoassay (ETA). We compared the differences between the two methods and suggest a test method

more suitable for clinical laboratories.

Methods: A total of 35 patients (18 adult and 17 pediatric) performed MP specific antibody test using PA (Serodia-Myco II, Fujirebio, Japan) and
EIA (Ani Labsystems, Finland) methods. IgM and IgG antibodies were measured separately by EIA method. PA and both IgM and IgG EIA were

tested in 26 patients and PA and IgG-EIA were tested in 9 patients.

Results: The concordance rates between PA and EIA were 57.7% for IgM and 65.7% for IgG antibodies. Positive PA results showed better agree-
ment with IgG (77.8%) than IgM (38.9%), while negative PA results showed better agreement with IgM (100%) than IgG EIA results (25%). In
adult patients, the correlation between PA titers and IgM (r=0.852, P<0.01) and IgG values (r=0.517, P<0.05) were statistically significant. In

pediatric patients, the correlation between PA titers and IgG values (r

=0.842, P<0.01) was statistically significant.

Conclusions: In this study, we observed that PA and EIA may not be used alternatively. Therefore, we suggest that use of both PA and IgM-EIA
will be the optimal choice for laboratories. However, when laboratories are required to select one from PA or EIA, PA may be more useful to diag-

nose MP infection.
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Table 1. Comparison between PA and EIA methods in the detection of
MP specific antibodies

lgM-EIA* IgG-EIA"
PA (N=26) Agreement® (N=35) Agreement®
— (o) e (o)
+ - + -
+ 7 " 389 21 6 77.8
- 0 8 100 6 2 25

*Measurement of agreement (k) between PA and IgM was 0.281 (P=0.039). *Mea-
surement of agreement (k) between PA and IgG was 0.028 (P=0.869). *Agreement
of positive and negative PA results with EIA results.

Abbreviations: PA, particle agglutination assay; EIA, enzyme immunoassay; MP,
Mycoplasma pneumoniae.
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Table 2. Comparison between PA and IgM-EIA methods in the detec-
tion of MP specific antibodies stratified for PA antibody titers

lgM-EIA " - lgG-EIA A o
patier N2 Agement =gy Ageemen
+ - + -

0 0 8 100 6 2 25
1:40 NT NT NA 1 2 333
1:80 NT NT NA 1 2 333
1:160 2 9 18.2 N 0 100
1:320 1 2 333 3 0 100
1:640 3 0 100 3 0 100
1:1,280 1 0 100 1 1 50
1:2,560 NT NT NC 1 1 50
Total 7 19 57.5 27 8 65.7

*Agreement of positive and negative PA results with EIA results.
Abbreviations: PA, particle agglutinA MP, Mycoplasma pneumoniae; NT, not test-
ed; NC, not available.
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A3 M) 314 o719}t 1gM U 1gG EIA 247k 7o) Al
Al v mol| A QRS- A T} IgM-EIA 7Fe] AFA 4= -2 AA|, A,

Ao} FRrtof| Al ZF2E 0729 (P<0.0D), 0.852 (P<0.01), 0584 (P=

Table 3. Discordant results between PA and 1gG or IgM EIA in the de-
tection of MP specific antibodies

PA titer lgG-EIA (EIU/mL)* IgM-EIA (EIU/mL)*
Negative Positive (110) Negative (0.02)
Negative Positive (68.9) Negative (0.14)
Negative Positive (145) Negative (0.14)
Negative Positive (60.7) Negative (0.32)
Negative Positive (178) Negative (0.34)
Negative Positive (74.6) Negative (0.46)
1:40 Negative (29.6) NT

1:40 Negative (29.9) NT

1:80 Negative (4.4) NT

1:80 Negative (11.4) NT
1:160 Positive (139) Negative (0.13)
1:160 Positive (171) Negative (0.2)
1:160 Positive (114) Negative (0.21)
1:160 Positive (138) Negative (0.23)
1:160 Positive (150) Negative (0.39)
1:160 Positive (281) Negative (0.4)
1:160 Positive (113) Negative (0.44)
1:160 Positive (92.2) Negative (0.55)
1:160 Positive (177) Negative (1.02)
1:320 Positive (62.8) Negative (0.58)
1:320 Positive (141) Negative (0.67)
1:1,280 Negative (34.4) NT
1:2,560 Negative (23.5) NT

*Values above 1.1 EIU/mL for IgM-EIA and above 45 EIU/mL for IgG-EIA are inter-
preted as positive.

Abbreviations: PA, particle agglutination assay; EIA, enzyme immunoassay; MP,
Mycoplasma pneumoniae; NT, not tested.
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Fig. 1. Correlation between PA titer and EIA measured value in the detection of Mycoplasma pneumoniae specific antibodies. (A) between PA titer
and IgM-EIA (P <0.01). (B) between PA titer and IgG-EIA (P=0.07). (C) between PA titer and IgM-EIA in adults (P <0.01). (D) between PA titer and
IgG-EIA in adults (P <0.05). (E) between PA titer and IgM-EIA in children (P=0.059). (F) between PA titer and IgG-EIA in children (P <0.01).
Abbreviations: PA, particle agglutination assay; EIA, enzyme immunoassay.
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